
The Ascension of the Lord 

29 May 2022 

Sacred Heart, Ronan 
Immaculate Conception, Polson 

St. Joseph Mission, Charlo 
 

Parish Office 
PO Box 1477  Polson, MT  59860 

Phone:  406-883-2506 
Cell:  406-594-0474 

Email:  lakecountyromancatholic@gmail.com 
Website:  www.lakecountyromancatholic.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/lakecountyromancatholic 
This week’s office hours: Tuesday through Friday 1—6 pm 

Ascension of Christ 
Dosso Dossi (16th century)  

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday  
Immaculate Conception at 6:00 pm 

Confessions are available at 5:00 pm 
 

Sunday  
Sacred Heart at 8:30 am 

Immaculate Conception at 10:30 am 
 

No weekday Masses this week 
(Fr. Kevin Christofferson will be out of town.) 

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 

 A welcome rest many times is just that, welcome.  
This year Bishop Vetter is calling all the priests of the diocese 
to Helena this Sunday for a week-long retreat on the campus 
of Carroll College, concluding with the ordination of Kyle 
Tannehill to the transitional deaconate on Friday, June 3rd at 
the Cathedral of St. Helena.  The timing is perfect.  In fact, I 
normally slip over the Sycamore Tree each year the week 
before Memorial Weekend as a refresher after the long haul of 
both the Lent and Easter Seasons in order to come back to the 
parish ready for the very brief season of summer. 
 I realize that not everybody has such opportunities 
and that for most folks, work continues, and the weekends are 
just a few precious opportunities to enjoy a bit of blue sky and 
sunshine with family and friends.  It is a time to re-create.  
And I hyphenated the word deliberately in order to emphasize 
the purpose that ought to lay behind the motive of our leisure 
activities. 
 There are always so many things to do and there are 
always so many responsibilities that weigh down upon us that 
without realizing it our hearts can become clogged up with 
countless concerns and preoccupations.  An anxious heart can 
make us restless and even warp our perspective on things, 
causing us to lose sight of those things that are most 
important and why we do the things we do in the first place.  
A trap that is always present and into which many fall is the 
temptation to simply “escape.”  If we are truly honest with 
ourselves, we can recognize that “escaping” is really just a 
manner of taking (selfish) time to indulge ourselves in 
pleasures and pastimes as a just reward for all of work by 
which we give so much of ourselves.  Life can become as it 
were a kind of conflict between what we continually do for 
others and our inward inclination towards indulgence and 
satisfaction…the little child inside of us that wants to be the 
center of attention and have all of our needs attended to. 
 But escape is not recreation.  For recreation to be 
truly re-creative it must correspond to the truth about 
ourselves and our supernatural destiny.  As I am writing this, I 

(Continued on page 2) 

Monday, May 30th 
 

Thank you to all those who have died in service to our 
country. May their souls rest in peace. 

Sunday Summertime Hospitality  
Begins May 29th at Immaculate Conception! 

 
Each Sunday following the 10:30 Mass on the front porch of the 
church (weather permitting), Memorial Day weekend through 
Labor Day weekend. Join us for food and fellowship! 
 

Special dates: 
 

 June 5th: Potluck dinner & celebration of the anniversary of 
Fr. Kevin Christofferson’s priestly ordination. 

 June 12th: Parish picnic at Boettcher Park. 



Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Ellen Holland, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve 

Ducharme, Kate Shrider Olsen, Don Herbst, Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Bob Mahon, Traven & Marisa Hoyt, 
Heather Stocki, Betty Bjork, Bill Posivio, Mauri Morin.  

 
Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 

individuals wish to be publicly identified.   
 

Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceas-
ing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for May 

 
Faith-Filled Young People: We pray for all young people, called to live life to the fullest; may they see in Mary’s life the way to listen, 

the depth of discernment, the courage that faith generates, and the dedication to service. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Tyler Frohlich, Matthew Christians, Kyle Tannehill and Kaleb Michell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, John Cooney,  

Jamie Severson, Hayden Petterson, Alex Olmes, Anthony Olmes, Alex Ramirez, James Semling. 

am thinking back to the time spent by the Jews as they sojourned 
in the desert for 40 long years after their deliverance from Egypt.  
During those years the people bitterly complained because they 
were being denied their selfish satisfactions and wished to return 
to slavery in Egypt rather than depend on God in faith for 
everything that they needed.  To truly be cared for by a loving 
Father.  In Psalm 95 we read 40 years I endured that generation and 
I said, “they are a people whose hearts go astray, and they do not 
know my ways; so I swore in my anger they shall not enter into my 
rest.”  
 To re-create oneself in a truly human way we must begin 
with first things first.  God.  And for the simple reason that 
indulgence and pleasure only further our weariness and make us 
sluggish.  Behind the demands of the flesh is the often neglected 
upward yearning of the spirit, longing to be fed and refreshed.  It is 
the soul that gives life to the body and if the soul is drooping for 
lack of care, the body too will suffer. 
 Sunday Mass is always the departure point and the goal 
towards which all of our activities ought to be directed.  The Mass 
is, after all, as the Church teaches, the source and summit of our 
Christian lives.  And the Mass is, in a manner of speaking, precisely 
those mysteries, presented to our senses sacramentally, by which 
we have been re-created by Christ’s redemptive work.  The Mass is 
the supreme act of worship by which we learn, among other things, 
to be truly grateful because every Mass makes present the love of 
God who so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, and 
the love of the Son who willingly, joyfully laid down His life for his 
friends.  
 The Mass can teach us gratitude if our hearts recognize 
the gift; If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to 
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water.  For all practical purposes, the faith we bring 
to the Eucharistic Sacrifice satisfies the thirst of Christ who desires 
the love and affection of our poor hearts and He in turn satisfies 
our thirst with that which we need the most, the interior 
refreshment and strength that the Spirit brings.  The Holy Spirit is 
the soul of our soul. 
 During the summer then, we carry forward our gratitude 
in all of our activities recognizing them as gifts of God.  Qoheleth 
laments in the Book of Ecclesiastes that there are those who work 
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                          Liturgy Calendar & Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, May 28th 
Vigil of the Ascension of the Lord 
Repose of the Soul of  Nita Santorno, rb the Santorno’s 
Sunday, May 29th 

The Ascension of the Lord 
Sick & Shut-Ins of the Parish /  
Intentions of the Parish Faithful 

Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant need; as well as 
oats, flour and rice.  Fresh produce, including garden pro-
duce, are accepted. Pet foods are frequently in demand, 
and clients tend to prefer healthy options for food that are 
not so loaded with sugar.  The Food Pantry will also ac-
cept money donations as well. Charitable donations may 
be left in the basket at the entrance of the church.  

Mark your calendars! 

Annual Parish Picnic 
Boettcher Park, Polson 

June 12th, 2022 
Hosted by the Immaculate 

Conception Knights of Columbus 

2022 Diocese of Helena Ordinations 

JUNE 3
rd
: Ordination to the Deaconate 

JUNE 24
th
: Ordination to the Priesthood 

Kyle Tannehill 

Dcn. Matthew Christiaens  
 

Dcn. Tyler Frohlich 
 

Please pray for vocations to the priesthood! 

and toil and never take time to enjoy the fruits of their labor, 
amassing wealth that will pass over to someone else when they die.  
If memory serves, he calls this a “great evil.”  And so he counsels 
that we ought to take time with family and friends, to eat and drink 
and make merry in thanksgiving to God for the fruits of our labor, 
and the main point would be with thanksgiving to God. 
 It will be brief, but do enjoy your summer and do try to 
do those things that will truly re-create you and reinforce within 
you an attitude of gratitude. 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Kevin Christofferson 



The Ascension of the Lord 
Entrance Antiphon: 
 
Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens? 
This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven 
will return as you saw him go, alleluia. 
 
Collect: 
 
Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God, 
and make us rejoice with devout thanksgiving, 
for the Ascension of Christ your Son 
is our exaltation, 
and, where the Head has gone before in glory, 
the Body is called to follow in hope. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever 
 
Readings: 
 
First Reading: Acts 1:1-11 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalms 47:2-3,6-7,8-9 
   R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy; a blare of trumpets for the 
Lord.  
Second Reading: Eph 1:17-23 or Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23 
Alleluia Verse: Mt 29:19a, 20b: Go and teach all nations, says the 
Lord; I am with you always until the end of the world.  
Gospel: Lk 24:46-53 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 
This final stage stays closely linked to the first, that is, to his descent 
from heaven in the Incarnation. Only the one who "came from the 
Father" can return to the Father: Christ Jesus. "No one has ascended 
into heaven but he who descended from heaven, the Son of man." Left 
to its own natural powers humanity does not have access to the 
"Father's house", to God's life and happiness. Only Christ can open to 
man such access that we, his members, might have confidence that we 
too shall go where he, our Head and our Source, has preceded us. (CCC 
661) 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Monday at 6:00 pm 
Friday at 9:00 am 

All Sunday homiles 
are available on 
YouTube and can 
be found by 
searching the full 
name Fr. Kevin 
Christofferson. 

Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
Immaculate Conception  

$172,605 of $170,000 (102%!) 
Thank you for helping us to meet 

our goal! 
 

Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$35,874 of $44,500 (81%) 

clear: as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting the child leapt 
in her womb, and she was filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 

Notice the contrast and the choice of words. Elizabeth is the first 
to hear Mary’s voice, but John is the first to be aware of grace. 
She hears with the ears of the body, but he leaps for joy at the 
meaning of the mystery. She is aware of Mary’s presence, but he 
is aware of the Lord’s: a woman aware of a woman’s presence, 
the forerunner aware of the pledge of our salvation. The women 
speak of the grace they have received while the children are 
active in secret, unfolding the mystery of love with the help of 
their mothers, who prophesy by the spirit of their sons. 

 

The child leaps in the womb; the mother is filled with the Holy 
Spirit, but not before her son. Once the son has been filled with 
the Holy Spirit, he fills his mother with the same Spirit. John 
leaps for joy, and the spirit of Mary rejoices in her turn. When 
John leaps for joy Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit, but we 
know that though Mary’s spirit rejoices, she does not need to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit. Her son, who is beyond our 
understanding, is active in his mother in a way beyond our 
understanding. Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit after 
conceiving John, while Mary is filled with the Holy Spirit before 
conceiving the Lord. Elizabeth says: Blessed are you because you 
have believed. 

 

You also are blessed because you have heard and believed. A 
soul that believes both conceives and brings forth the Word of 
God and acknowledges his works. 

 

Let Mary’s soul be in each of you to proclaim the greatness of the 
Lord. Let her spirit be in each to rejoice in the Lord. Christ has 
only one mother in the flesh, but we all bring forth Christ in faith. 
Every soul receives the Word of God if only it keeps chaste, 
remaining pure and free from sin, its modesty undefiled. The 
soul that succeeds in this proclaims the greatness of the Lord, just 
as Mary’s soul magnified the Lord and her spirit rejoiced in God 
her Savior. In another place we read: Magnify the Lord with me. 
The Lord is magnified, not because the human voice can add 
anything to God but because he is magnified within us. Christ is 
the image of God, and if the soul does what is right and holy, it 
magnifies that image of God, in whose likeness it was created 
and, in magnifying the image of God, the soul has a share in its 
greatness and is exalted. 

 

This meditation on the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary of her 
cousin, Elizabeth, is an excerpt from St. Ambrose’s commentary on 
Luke (Lib. 2, 19.22-23. 26-27: CCL 14, 39-42) is used in the Roman 
Office of Readings during the Fourth week of Advent, on December 21. 
The featured image is taken from the Basilica of the Visitation in Ein 
Karem, a village in the hill country of Judea where John the Baptist was 
born. 

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Celebrated May 31 

Commentary by St. Ambrose 
 

When the angel revealed his message to the Virgin Mary he gave 
her a sign to win her trust. He told her of the motherhood of an 
old and barren woman to show that God is able to do all that he 
wills. 

 

When she hears this Mary sets out for the hill country. She does 
not disbelieve God’s word; she feels no uncertainty over the 
message or doubt about the sign. She goes eager in purpose, 
dutiful in conscience, hastening for joy. 

 

Filled with God, where would she hasten but to the heights? The 
Holy Spirit does not proceed by slow, laborious efforts. Quickly, 
too, the blessings of her coming and the Lord’s presence are made 


